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CAUSES OF WORLD WAR ONE

1. Assassination at Sarajevo

▪ By 1900, the Balkan countries of Bosnia and Serbia had broken free from the Ottoman Empire.

▪ In 1908, the Austro-Hungarian Empire seized control of Bosnia.

▪ Serbia was outraged – she had hoped to unite with Bosnia, and now feared for her own safety.

▪ The heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne was Archduke Franz Ferdinand. 

▪ To try to win the support of the Bosnians, he went on an official visit to their capital city, Sarajevo, on 28th June 1914 – a visit which changed the course of history.

From a modern school textbook
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“On a cold June morning in 1914, in the cobblestone streets of Sarajevo on Serbian Independence Day, a group of 7 young Serbian terrorists calling themselves the “Black Hand Gang” decided to assassinate the heir to Austro-Hungarian empire, the Archduke Ferdinand, and his wife. Each member of the group waited in a spot along the parade route along which the Archduke’s car was scheduled to pass. 


Five of the men lost their nerve and did nothing as the car passed them. The sixth man, Cabrinovic, threw a grenade at the Archduke's open car. But the grenade slid off the rear of the car and exploded in front of the car that followed. This wounded a few of the Archduke's bodyguards, one soldier and several spectators. Cabrinovic swallowed a poison capsule and threw himself into a river. But the poison was old and just made him sick, and the river was only a few inches deep. He was dragged out and arrested.


The Archduke was driven off to the local hospital to visit the injured victims, then spoke at the town hall where he criticised the Bosnians for their poor security arrangements (the paper his speech was written on was stained with the blood of one of his wounded attendants). The Archduke went back into his car and told his driver to take a different route back to the military camp. Unforunately, the driver got confused and took a wrong turn down a narrow street. Realising his mistake, he stopped the car and decided to reverse.
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By amazing bad luck, the car stopped right in front of the final assassin, Gavrilo Princip, who was sitting at a café table eating a sandwich. He simply walked up to the car, pulled out his revolver and fired two shots. The driver, thinking that the couple were unhurt, sped off. In actuality, the Archduke had been hit in the neck and Sophie in the stomach. The Archduke opened his mouth and a stream of blood poured out. Sophie cried: "For heaven's sake, what's happened to you?" She was in shock and unaware that she too had been shot. She then lost consciousness. Franz Ferdinand turned to his wife with the words: "Sophie dear, Sophie dear, don't die. Stay alive for our children." He then keeled over whispering: "Es ist nichts, Es ist nichts..." (It is nothing, It is nothing...) Both victims were dead minutes later. 


Meanwhile back at Franz Joseph Street, Princip had tried to kill himself first with his gun and then with cyanide. The gun was knocked from his hand, and the cyanide, as was the case with Cabrinovic, only made him retch. The throng closed in on him and roughed him up. He was, astonishingly, taken into custody alive”. 

Task 1: The Events of 28th June 1914

Imagine you are a reporter who is following all the events of the day. Your newspaper boss has asked you to keep him informed by telegram message about what goes on during the course of the day. Because of budget restrictions, he will only allow you to send him 10 messages of 1 line each. Keep the messages brief, and don’t waste any words. The first one is done for you.

	STOP PRESS – ASSASSINATION AT SARAJEVO, 28th JUNE 1914

	1. “Black Hand Gang” (7 Serb nationalists) are planning to kill Archduke Franz Ferdinand

	2. 

	3.      

	4.      

	5.      

	6.      

	7.      

	8.      

	9.      

	10.      


Task 2: Extension / Homework Activities

1. Notes from Video
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Watch the video reconstruction of the assassination from the BBC series 'Days that shook the world'.

Use the video to make 5 extra points about the assassination (you may wish to make notes on scrap paper before deciding upon the best 5 points here:

Top of Form

1.      
Bottom of Form

2.          
3.      
4.      
5.      

