American History Time Line Terms:
Magna Carta

Signed by King John. This limited the power of the

English monarch.
Christopher Columbus

Italian mariner sponsored by Spain to sail westward 

across the Atlantic Ocean. Hoped to find the West Indies.
Puritans

The first people to leave England in hopes of creating

 moral communities based off of protestant Christianity.

Mayflower Compact

This provided a frame-work of self-government for people

living in the American colonies

English Bill of Rights
Signed by King William and Queen Mary. Was a written

list of freedoms that the government promised to protect.

Required the king to get parliament’s consent on certain

issues.

Enlightenment
A European intellectual movement. Philosophers believed

that all problems could be solved by human reason.
Great Awakening
Evangelical preachers toured the colonies promoting revivals
where people felt a direct and transforming contact with an 

overwhelming Holy Spirit.

Taxation without Representation
The English Monarchy not allowing the British Colonists in

The New World to have a say in parliament or about the taxes

placed on goods.

Boycott of British Goods
Colonists refused to buy certain British items. This eventually

led to the Boston Tea Party.
Declaration of Independence
Colonists are fed up with British rule, taxes, and their lack of

representation in the British government. They issue this
document in order to tell Britain they are forming their own nation.

George Washington
Leader of the Colonists when fighting against the British in the 

American Revolution. Eventually became the first president of

The United States under the Constitution.

Articles of Confederation
First federal constitution adopted by the 13 states. Under this,

each state set its own trade policy, which ultimately discouraged

unity and trade between the states. This plan had a very weak

federal government.
James Madison
Wrote the Virginia Plan. This advocated a national union that was

both strong and republican. He insisted that a large republic would

be more stable than a small one. He believed diversity would 

provide the best policy for all.
The Constitution
The law of the United States to this day. Has three sections:

Preamble, Articles, and Amendments. This plan of governing

allows for checks and balances between the three branches of

government.

Alien and Sedition Acts
Two Acts which made it more difficult to become citizens and

made it a crime for citizens to publicly discredit the federal leaders
of government.

Louisiana Purchase
President Jefferson bought the land extending from the Mississippi

River to the Rocky Mountains from Napoleon. This land cost $15

million and doubled the size of the U.S.

War of 1812
War to push the British out of Canada. The British invaded the 

United States, burned the Capitol and White House in 

Washington D.C. Ultimately the war ended in a treaty that did not

change the borders between the U.S. and Canada.

U. S. Industrial Revolution
New factories built, mostly in the northern part of the United States,

in order to produce manufactured goods which were cut off from

the British. These factories promoted urban growth.

Cotton Boom
Agricultural economy in the south focusing on enslaved labor.

Cotton became the south’s leading crop, further enhanced by

Eli Whitney’s invention of the cotton gin.

Manifest Destiny
The belief that the United States was intended by God to stretch

from the Atlantic Ocean all the way to the Pacific Ocean. Many

people went in search of farmland, gold, animal furs, or just to

satisfy their sense of adventure.
