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READING CHECK

What did the Manchus name
their new dynasty?

VOCABULARY STRATEGY

Find the word allegiance in the
underlined sentence. Think
about your prior knowledge of
this word. You may say the
Pledge of Allegiance at public
events. What does it mean when
you pledge your allegiance to
something? Use prior knowledge
to help you figure out what 
allegiance means.

READING SKILL

Identify Effects  Explain what
caused the shoguns in Japan to
grow hostile toward foreigners.

Portuguese traders reached China in 1514. They wanted 
Chinese silks and porcelains, but the European goods they
brought to trade were not as fine as Chinese products. The
Chinese, therefore, asked to be paid in gold or silver. The Ming
rulers let the Portuguese and other Europeans set up a trading
post at Macao, in present-day Guangzhou. Portuguese mis-
sionaries came with the traders. Later, Jesuits arrived, too. The
Jesuit priest Matteo Ricci made a strong impression on the
Chinese, who welcomed learning about Europe.

Eventually, the Ming dynasty weakened. In 1644, the
Manchus, a people from Manchuria, seized Beijing and made
it their capital. They set up a new dynasty called the Qing.
Two rulers oversaw the most brilliant age of the Qing—Kangxi
and his grandson Qianlong. Under both emperors, the 
Chinese economy expanded. Internal trade grew. The Qing
kept the Ming policy of restricting foreign traders, however.
When Lord Macartney led a British diplomatic mission to
China, his attempt to negotiate for expanded trade failed.

Like China, Korea restricted contact with the outside
world. In the 1590s, a Japanese invasion devastated Korea.
Then in 1636, the Manchus conquered Korea. In response,
Korea excluded all foreigners except the Chinese and a few
Japanese. It became known as the “Hermit Kingdom.”

The Japanese at first welcomed Westerners. Traders arrived
in Japan at a time when warrior lords were struggling for
power. The warrior lords quickly adopted Western firearms.
Jesuit priests converted many Japanese to Christianity. The
shoguns, or rulers, however, grew hostile toward foreigners.
They worried that Japanese Christians owed their allegiance to
the pope rather than to them. The shoguns expelled foreign
missionaries and barred all European merchants. To learn
about world events, however, they let one or two Dutch ships
trade each year at a small island in Nagasaki harbor. Japan
remained isolated for more than 200 years.

Review Questions
1. How did the Ming learn about Europe?

2. Why did Korea become known as the “Hermit Kingdom”?
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