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Horatio Ramsbottom: Victorian Entrepreneur!
Instructions

▪ Imagine you are Horatio Ramsbottom, a Victorian businessman.

▪ You are being interviewed for a national newspaper about your career.

▪ As you progress through the decision making game at www.activehistory.co.uk, return to this worksheet at regular intervals and provide answers to the questions.
▪ When you have finished, COPY and PASTE the text into Publisher, and add a headline and illustrations to make it look more like a newspaper report.
THE QUESTIONS ARE ON THE NEXT PAGE!!!
AN INTERVIEW WITH HORATIO RAMSBOTTOM!

Supply: Produce the goods

1. What should you do with your machine? 

You started your career by inventing a new spinning machine. You could have kept it secret, made it freely available or patented it. 

What did you decide to do, and what were the results?

I could have done several things: 

I decided not to               because 

Instead, I decided to 
This turned out to be a [good / bad] decision because 
2. The Factory / Domestic System: 

You next had to decide whether to build a new factory, or to use people working from home.

What did you decide to do, and what were the results?

I could have done several things: 

I decided not to                        because 

Instead, I decided to 
This turned out to be a [good / bad] decision because 
3. Should you employ men, women or children?
Your next decision was whether to employ women & children, or men.
What did you decide to do, and what were the results?

I could have done several things: 

I decided not to                          because 

Instead, I decided to 
This turned out to be a [good / bad] decision because 
4. How should you treat your workers? 

I understand you had a discussion with your foreman about how to treat your workers. 

What did you decide to do, and what were the results?

I could have done several things: 

I decided not to                                    because
Instead, I decided to 
This turned out to be a [good / bad] decision because 
5. How do you get cheaper raw materials? 
After a few years, it is well known that your company started to find the price of coal rather expensive.

What did you decide to do, and what were the results?

I could have done several things: 

I decided not to                                   because 

Instead, I decided to 
This turned out to be a [good / bad] decision because 
Distribution: Deliver the goods 

6. How should you transport your goods? 
Once your goods had been produced, you had to decide whether to transport them within the UK using roads, railways or canals.

 What did you decide to do, and what were the results?

I could have done several things: 
I decided not to                               because 

Instead, I decided to 
This turned out to be a [good / bad] decision because 
7. Should you invest in the Trade Triangle?
Shortly afterwards, you were given the opportunity to invest in the “Trade Triangle”.
▪ What exactly is the Trade Triangle?

Did you invest in a slave ship? What were the results?

I decided to                                                because 
This turned out to be a [good / bad] decision because 
Development: Create more demand
After many years of business, you had a lot of savings in the bank.

8. What do you do with your profits?
What did you decide to do with these profits, and what were the results?

I could have done several things: 

I decided not to  because 

Instead, I decided to 
This turned out to be a [good / bad] decision because 
9. Do you decide to take part in the Great Exhibition?
You were also given the opportunity to exhibit your invention at the Great Exhibition of 1851.

Did you take part in the Exhibition? What was the result of this decision?

I decided to                                               because 
This turned out to be a [good / bad] decision because 
10. Do you decide to invest in the Great Eastern?
You were also given the opportunity to invest in Brunel’s plan to build the first transatlantic passenger steamship.

Did you invest in the scheme? What was the result of this decision?

I decided to                                                  because 
This turned out to be a [good / bad] decision because 
Overall, what do you think are the best qualities of a successful businessperson?

